
Congressman Joe Sestak Named to Influential House Education and Labor Committee

  

Washington, DC -- On Tuesday, Congressman Joe Sestak (PA-7) was appointed to the
influential Education and Labor Committee, renamed from the Committee on Education and
Workforce. The Education and Labor Committee has jurisdiction over a broad range of issues:
pre-K through high school and secondary education; childcare services; Head Start; child
abuse/domestic violence prevention programs; vocational and technical education and job
training; workers’ wages and benefits; worker safety; the Davis-Bacon Act; Family and Medical
Leave Act; and private pensions.  

                                                         

Joe was endorsed by the Pennsylvania AFL-CIO and 23 local unions, because of the emphasis
he placed upon working families.

                                                         

“I believe that national security begins at home, in the education, economic, and health security
of our people,” noted Joe. “I now intend to represent these priorities and needs of working
families in Congress—with education and the economy as particularly driving issues within my
District and region. That is why I requested assignment to the Committee on Education and
Labor, because I truly believe, that we are best as a nation when we invest in the educational,
economic—workforce—and health opportunity for our people. During my 31 years in the
military, I watched the results of its investment in education and training. It is the reason we
have a great military, and I fully understand that what applies to the military applies to the nation
with regard to the priority of education. 

                                                         

“I intend to use my seat on the committee to ensure there is priority placed upon key areas that
have been shown to have a significant impact upon individual prosperity and economic growth,
such as early childhood education, affordable access to college, and attracting and rewarding
quality teachers. And I look forward to addressing significant workforce and labor issues, such
as health benefits, pension security, and other issues important to this district and working
families.”

                                                         

In the coming weeks and months, Joe and other members of the Education and Labor
committee will begin work on high quality public schools, affordable colleges, a competitive
workplace, fairness in the workplace, retirement security, accountability and responsibility.

                                                         

Additionally, Joe, a former 3-star Admiral, was appointed to the prestigious House Armed
Services Committee. By serving on the House Armed Services Committee and the Education
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and Labor Committee, Joe, now, has the opportunity in Congress to work on each of the four
pillars of national security: education, economic, defense and health securities.

                                                         

 

                                                         

Born and raised in Delaware County, former 3-star Admiral Joe Sestak served in the Navy for
31 years and now serves as the Representative from the 7th District of Pennsylvania. He led a
series of operational commands at sea, including Commander of an aircraft carrier battle group
of 30 U.S. and allied ships with over 15,000 sailors and 100 aircraft that conducted operations in
Afghanistan and Iraq. After 9/11, Joe was the first Director of "Deep Blue," the Navy's
anti-terrorism unit that established strategic and operations policies for the "Global War on
Terrorism." He served as President Clinton's Director for Defense Policy at the National Security
Council in the White House, and holds a Ph.D. in Political Economy and Government from
Harvard University.  According to the office of the House Historian, Joe is the highest-ranking
former military officer ever to serve in the U.S. House of Representatives.
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